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An International Team dedicated 
to Mining Law in Africa 
A Truly Specialised Team with Strong Sector Expertise 
 
The Mining Team has first-class experience on the mining laws and regulations applicable in
several African countries in the context of significant international and/or integrated
transactions. The lawyers of the Mining Team not only have in-depth knowledge of mining
laws and regulations in force in Africa but also of the main specificities and features of the
mining industry in Africa.  

Through continued exposure to the sector, the Team’s lawyers have and continue to develop
specific expertise in international mining transactions and the development of regional legal
systems and regimes, and the Team's lawyers can advise on the policies and objectives of
regional communities and laws such as the application of the CEDEAO (ECOWAS), CEMAC
(Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa), OHADA, as well as UEMOA (West
African Economic and Monetary Union). Thanks to its experience in dealing with a wide variety
of clients active in the sector including mining companies, financial institutions, investors and
governments, the Team understands the idiosyncratic nature of the mining industry and its
specificities. Our lawyers have significant expertise in negotiating and drafting project
documentation and broad experience in drafting and negotiating mining contracts with African
States. 

The Mining Team's knowledge and understanding of the cultural and political background in
many mining countries, drawn from several years experience of individuals in the Team living
and working in countries with active mining sectors, provides added value to clients when
advising on legal and economic issues. Our lawyers have developed close relationships with
national administrations and authorities, major and independent operators, as well as a
number of international financial organisations and institutions. Some of them have even lived
in Africa, in places such as Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon and Tanzania. The Team
members can work in French, English, Arabic, Chinese and Spanish. 

The Mining Team operates out of our Paris and London offices in order to provide legal
services in both civil law and common law countries in Africa. It currently includes
seven associates and is headed in Paris and London by François Krotoff who benefits from
international recognition in the sector.  The Team's activities are managed by Leïla Hubeaut
in Paris, a specialist in the mining sector, and by Nicolas Bonnefoy in London, who has ten
years experience in the sector including a period working in Gabon and Equatorial Guinea. 
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Tier 1 in Project Finance and Energy 
EMEA Legal 500 2010 - France 

 
Tier 3 in Mining and Minerals 

EMEA Legal 500 2010 - UK (London) 

"This outfit is unanimously regarded as 
having cornered the market in 
francophone Africa. It combines the 
international strength of its Paris office 
together with the local expertise of its 
branches in Algeria, Morocco and 
Tunisia to provide clients with all-round 
advice. The group is famed for its oil, 
gas and mining work and has been 
particularly successful in the project 
finance and PPP arena." 

Chambers Global 2010 
Projects & Energy - Africa 

Gide Loyrette Nouel is the only 
international law firm to have originated 
in France. Founded in Paris in 1920, the 
Firm now operates from 19 offices in 
15 countries. It has 650 lawyers, 
including 100 partners, drawn from 
40 different nationalities. In each of its 
offices in Europe, Asia, North America 
and Africa, Gide puts its comprehensive 
knowledge of local markets, its regional 
expertise and the resources of an 
international law firm to the service of its 
clients. The Firm is regularly referenced 
in international league tables, ranking 
consistently No. 1 in France. 

An international network 

The Mining Team can rely on the support 
of Gide Loyrette Nouel’s network, 
including: 

< 3 offices in North Africa: 
Algiers, Casablanca and Tunis. 

< 3 offices in China: 
Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. 



 

 

 

“This revered Parisian firm plays a key role in oil and gas, international infrastructure, privatization 
and PPP programmes worldwide. With numerous offices across North Africa, the projects team is a 
leader in francophone countries, although its practice embraces the whole continent.” 

Chambers Global 2008 

Award of Mining Rights 

The Mining Team has significant experience in assisting
clients during the various procedures for the award of mining
rights, particularly with regard to the negotiation and drafting
of mining contracts. We have assisted both governments and
private investors for several years, and can assess and
manage their constraints as well as fulfill their expectations in
the process. 

Ancillary Contracts 

The Mining Team has developed recognised expertise in
negotiating and drafting ancillary contracts required for
implementation of mining projects (engineering, procurement
and construction contracts (EPC) or offtake contracts). 

Legal and Tax Structuring 

The Mining Team can develop cutting-edge legal structures
and proposals that assist clients in achieving objectives that
allow the development of groups involved in the mining sector.
We offer our clients structures guaranteeing legal certainty
and optimisation of dividends distribution to shareholders, as
well as setting up efficient security packages. The Firm's tax
practice has the backup of first rate documentary and
information technology resources that are essential to
capitalising on knowledge in such a highly technical legal field. 

M&A - Due Diligence Review 

The Mining Team assists its clients throughout the process of
acquiring mining companies or mining titles (setting up joint
ventures, all related agreements). We often conduct due
diligence reviews on mining rights, mining contracts, or mining
companies developing deposits. Our vast experience and
extensive knowledge of the mining industry allows a swift
analysis of the issues at hand and the consequences of the
proposed transactions. 

Project Financing and Security 

The Mining Team advises governments, international financial
institutions, banks as well as mining companies on all aspects
of infrastructure financing, of whatever nature may be
envisaged.  Mining projects often implicate a concurrent need
to set up and build ancillary projects and we are used to
developing innovative solutions to deal with such situations. 

Institutional and Regulatory Reforms 

The Mining Team regularly plays a part in institutional or
regulatory reforms. It has advised governments, public
companies and international financial organisations. The
breadth of practice experience of our lawyers gives us a
unique perspective on institutional aspects, which guarantees
efficient and dynamic assistance so as to comprehensively
answer clients' concerns when advising an authority or
government, as well as the private sector's concerns when
advising investors.  
 
More specifically, François Krotoff has advised the Minister of
Mines in Guinea for many years. 

International Dispute Resolution 

Through interdisciplinarity and understanding of mining law,
the Mining Team assists clients in preventing disputes but
also managing disputes.   
 
In this context, the Team advises clients at all stages from
prevention to pre-litigation and litigation proceedings and is
involved in the drafting of arbitration agreements, strategic
decision-making, and representation of clients during arbitral
proceedings, as well as proceedings before state jurisdictions
related to arbitral proceeding. 

Legal Services adapted to the Needs of the Mining Industry 

Our Mining Team provides tailored assistance throughout all stages of implementation of mining projects in Africa. It advises mining
companies to structure, secure and implement acquisitions and disposals of and subsequently manage mining assets in Africa: 



 

 

Mining Law 
in Africa 

François Krotoff: “has vast experience 
and knowledge of the African continent. 
He really knows it”.  An important figure 
of the mining industry is impressed by 
his “Synthetical mindset and shrewd 
insight.” 

“Celebrated among his peers, François 
Krotoff counsels international companies 
on projects financing, with a special 
focus on oil, gas and mining matters.” 

“A Paris-based lawyer, François Krotoff 
is recognized as an expert in projects and 
privatizations in the field of energy and 
natural resources.” 

Chambers Global 2008 

UK 
Gide Loyrette Nouel LLP 
125 Old Broad Street 
London EC2N 1AR - United Kingdom 
Tel. +44 (0)20 7382 5500 
Fax +44 (0)20 7382 5501 
E-mail: gln.london@gide.com 

France 
Gide Loyrette Nouel A.A.R.P.I. 
26, cours Albert 1er  
75008 Paris - France 
Tel. +33 (0)1 40 75 60 00 
Fax +33 (0)1 43 75 37 79 
E-mail: info@gide.com 
 
For further information: 
www.gide.com 
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Mining Law in Africa 

Your Mining Contacts:  
 

 

< François Krotoff 
Partner 
Tel. +33 (0)1 40 75 61 26 / +44 (0)20 7382 5711 
Fax +33 (0)1 40 75 69 26 / +44 (0)20 7382 5501 
krotoff@gide.com 

François heads Gide Loyrette Nouel's Mining practice. He specialises in project finance, with 
particular emphasis on the funding of infrastructure projects and oil, gas and mining related 
transactions. He has extensive international experience, especially in emerging countries 
(North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa). Initially in charge of Gide Loyrette Nouel's office in 
Riyadh, François is now the partner in charge of Gide Loyrette Nouel's office in Algiers. He 
regularly advises major international companies with respect to the acquisition of participating 
interests (farm in/out agreements and joint operating agreements) in production sharing 
contracts in Algeria, Chad and Madagascar; hydrocarbons concession agreement negotiation 
and drafting (Chad), and also assists bidders for hydrocarbons licenses (Algeria) and/or new 
contracts in the course of tender offers. He was recently involved in the development of an 
integrated iron ore mining project in Gabon and in the acquisition of mining interests (Congo 
Kinshasa and Guinea) and the structuring of a major platform in North Africa. 

 

< Nicolas Bonnefoy 
Senior Associate 
Tel. +44 (0)20 7382 5513 
Fax +44 (0)20 7382 5501 
bonnefoy@gide.com 

Nicolas is a senior associate in the Mining Team, which he joined after spending six years 
working on energy projects in Africa and three years in the head office in Paris. He is based in 
London, in the heart of the mining industry. He is experienced in M&A and due diligence and 
has advised major Arab, Chinese, European and North American companies in structuring, 
securing and implementing acquisitions and disposals of mining, oil and gas assets in Africa 
as well as negotiating E&P contracts such as concession and exploration and production 
sharing contracts and other ancillary contracts such as JV, JOA, EPC, O&M, Offtake and 
lifting contracts. Nicolas regularly hosts seminars and is the author of several articles on the 
sector in Africa. 

 

< Leïla Hubeaut 
Senior Associate 
Tel. +33 (0)1 40 75 22 64 
Fax +33 (0)1 40 75 69 24 
hubeaut@gide.com 

Based in Paris, Leïla is a senior associate of the Mining Team. She has been working as an 
associate for eight years in the Firm's Paris and New York offices.  She acquired general M&A 
and corporate experience working for a reputable Parisian firm for two years before joining 
Gide Loyrette Nouel. She also has extensive experience in M&A in the context of acquisitions 
and disposals of mining, oil and gas assets in Africa. She has advised major financial 
institutions and banks in the course of the financing of mining, oil and gas projects in Africa. 
She is involved in the structuring of a major platform in North Africa and represents major 
mining companies in arbitration proceedings. 




