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Gide Loyrette Nouel has developed a wealth of expertise and widely acknowledged skills in 
providing legal advice and litigation assistance in the fields of intellectual property, 
telecommunications, media and technology. Its experience in all matters concerning 
trademarks, patents, copyright, the press and the law governing radio, television and Internet 
is a guarantee of excellence for clients in terms of content management. With its expertise in 
telecommunications, IT and new technologies, the Firm offers full legal services 
encompassing all areas of these converging sectors. The Intellectual Property, 
Telecommunications, Media & Technology (IP-TMT) department comprises six partners and 
twenty-five associates.  

The Telecommunications, Media & Technology (TMT) team - part of the Intellectual Property, 
Telecommunications, Media & Technology Department (IP-TMT) - advises clients in France 
and other countries on the financing and acquisition of assets and companies in the 
telecommunications, media and technology sectors and assists with all related developments 
and any disputes that may arise as a result of their activities. The IP-TMT department has for 
several years been classified as a "First Tier" practice in Intellectual Property, IT, Internet and 
Telecommunications in legal directories such as Chambers and EMEA Legal 500. 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 
Telecommunications 
Granting Authorisations, Licenses, Concessions and Permits 
■ Tendering procedures for authorisations and licenses  
■ Negotiating specifications 
■ Obtaining scarce resources 

Implementing Networks 
■ Network financing 
■ Construction, purchase, sale, and infrastructure leasing agreements  
■ Outsourcing and/or network integration  
■ New-generation infrastructure and financing of backbones and very high-speed networks 
■ Satellite 

Telecommunications Regulations 
■ Sectorial policies 
■ Drafting laws, decrees and regulations 
■ Strengthening regulatory authorities 

Restructuring / Acquisition and Privatisations 
■ Audit 
■ Sale / merger / contribution / division and joint venture  
■ Shareholder agreement 

Distribution and Competition 
■ Appropriate markets 
■ Pricing policy and rebalancing 
■ Distribution agreements 

Dispute Resolution 
■ Regulatory disputes 
■ National and international arbitration 
■ Competition disputes 
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Media 

Audiovisual and Film 
■ Film financing 
■ Co-production and distribution 

agreements 
■ Terrestrial and digital 

broadcasting 
■ Broadcasting assistance 
■ Cable and satellite broadcasting 

Art Law 
■ Art law 
■ International movement of works 
■ Patronage / Sponsorship 

Publishing 
■ Publishing contracts 
■ E-publishing 
■ Copyright 

Music 
■ Music production and publishing 
■ Music for corporate purposes (ring 

tones, waiting music, etc.) 

Press 
■ Newspaper rights 
■ Status and rights of journalists 

Advertising 
■ Radio 
■ TV 
■ Press 
■ Internet 

Litigation 
■ Copyright counterfeiting 
■ Misleading advertising 
■ Defamation, libel 

Technology 

Major IT Projects 
■ Complex IT systems 
■ Outsourcing 
■ Integration 
■ Hosting 
■ Off-shoring 
■ Sub-contracting 
■ IT public procurement 

IT Security 
■ IT systems security 
■ Encryption 

Dematerialization 
■ E-signature 
■ E-transactions 
■ E-invoicing 

Software and Databases 
■ Protection of intellectual property rights  
■ Contracts for the development, use, 

exploitation and distribution of software 
and databases 

Internet - E-commerce 
■ Liability of Internet actors 
■ E-commerce (products and services), 

e-prospecting 
■ Referencing, affiliation, co-branding, etc.  
■ Web sites audits 

Personal Data 
■ Personal data processing issues 
■ Compliance audits   
■ Managing relations with the French data 

protection authority (C.N.I.L.) 
■ International transfers of personal data 

Litigation 
■ IT systems non-conformity and defects 
■ Software and database infringement 
■ Internet litigation 

 

"Gide Loyrette Nouel's strong 
telecoms practice is made up of 
‘competent lawyers’ who are 
‘creative, enthusiastic and highly 
reactive’, led by Olivier Cousi and 
Rémy Fekete. The team is well 
versed in advising foreign 
authorities and governments in the 
liberalisation process of the 
telecoms sector in emerging 
markets in the Middle East and 
Africa. Recent highlights include 
assisting the SNCF on the launch of 
internet and multimedia services in 
trains, the Malian government on the 
privatisation of the incumbent 
operator Sotelma, and the Haitian 
government on the privatisation of 
the incumbent telecoms operator. 
On the IT front, […] the arrival of 
Thierry Dor as partner in 2008 
maintains high standards." 

EMEA Legal 500 2009 

Gide Loyrette Nouel 
Association d'avocats à responsabilité 
professionnelle individuelle 
26, cours Albert 1er 
75008 Paris - France 
Tel. +33 (0)1 40 75 60 00 
Fax +33 (0)1 43 59 37 79 
E-mail: info@gide.com 
 
www.gide.com 

Contact Partners 
Olivier Cousi 
Tel. +33(0)1 40 75 61 73 
cousi@gide.com 
Rémy Fekete 
Tel. +33(0)1 40 75 61 90 
fekete@gide.com 
Thierry Dor 
Tel. +33(0)1 40 75 29 46 
dor@gide.com 
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Telecommunications 
 
Gide Loyrette Nouel is one of the few international law firms to have a team offering 
assistance on all the legal and regulatory aspects of the telecommunications sector to 
private players (operators, services and equipment suppliers, financial institutions), 
and public institutions (international organisations, governments, and regulatory 
authorities). 

Assisting with the Implementation and Reform of the 
Telecommunications Legal and Regulatory Framework 

Gide Loyrette Nouel's Telecommunications team has been advising investors and 
operators in some forty countries since the telecommunications sector was opened up to 
competition. In France we assist numerous foreign investors coming into the market and, 
worldwide, we advise around forty governments and regulatory authorities on the 
implementation and reform of their telecommunications laws and regulations.  

Our expertise is recognised by bodies such as the ITU, European Union, World Bank and 
international financial institutions and we also work alongside operators and investors 
throughout Africa, the Arab world, Central America, and Asia to help them develop their 
networks and services, obtain the necessary authorisations and manage any disputes that 
may arise in terms of interconnections and sharing infrastructure. Our clients - whether 
operators, financial institutions, original equipment manufacturers, or government 
authorities - appreciate our clear and efficient operational approach to telecommunications 
law and regulations. 

Granting or Obtaining Authorisations, Licences, Concessions 
and Permits 

The Telecommunications team assists operators to obtain the licenses they need to 
conduct their activities, including those concerning the allocation of scarce resources such 
as frequency bands and number blocks. For the past fifteen years we have advised many 
governments on procedures for the granting of licences for which substantial sums are at 
stake in countries at very varying stages of development. We are also respected for our 
expertise in the field of granting rights relating to state-of-the-art technologies (3G, 4G) 
and the rolling out of innovative operations (universal access / service).  

Restructurings, Acquisitions and Privatisations 

The Firm has worked alongside governments and investors for the privatisation of 
established operators in many developed and emerging countries. Our detailed knowledge 
of the telecommunications, media, and technologies sectors allows us to play a significant 
role in major mergers and acquisitions (often cross-border) among content providers and 
network operators. We work with governments to maximise the value of the assets of 
established operators and alternative networks while protecting the general interest 
(service quality, geographical coverage, etc.) and fostering private investment.  
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Network Deployment and Financing of Extensions  

The Telecommunications team has acknowledged expertise in satellites (acquisition, 
financing and operating satellite systems, obtaining licences, orbital position, frequency 
bands). We also assist clients with the legal aspects of rolling out both fixed and mobile 
telecommunications networks, including outsourcing and infrastructure sharing 
agreements, as well as turnkey network delivery.   

Our lawyers advise on network financing and at every stage of their deployment 
(construction, purchase, sale, leasing, equipment maintenance, interconnection and 
roaming agreements, as well as hosting, co-location, access to high points, and 
unbundling agreements). 

Online Content 

The Firm is regularly consulted by online content publishers and providers for issues 
concerning both the technological aspects of putting content online as well as questions of 
copyright and neighbouring rights. The convergence of technical and content-based 
matters over the past ten years has helped the Firm to set up a multi-purpose team that is 
skilled in copyright, literary and artistic property, in addition to IT, audiovisual and 
telecommunications law. We also assist our clients in consumer law issues to help them 
find the best means of providing content to the public.  

Distribution and Competition 

The team plays an active role in the development of regulations in the sector as it 
gradually shifts towards more competition-oriented regulations. Our lawyers have 
extensive experience in analysing and measuring the different relevant electronic 
communications markets, and in evaluating / challenging solutions (ex ante or ex post 
penalties).   

For a range of issues such as pricing regulations and the measures governing 
interconnections and the distribution of new value-added services, the Firm regularly 
defends the interests of operators before the national and Community courts and advises 
the regulatory authorities in charge of these disputes. We can also call upon the services 
of expert telecommunications engineers and economists to help us provide 
recommendations covering all competition-based issues that are at stake in the 
telecommunications sector. 

Dispute Resolution 

The Telecommunications team's lawyers also defend clients before the courts and 
regulatory authorities, including in cross-border proceedings involving aspects of both civil 
and common law. The team is frequently instructed in national and international arbitration 
procedures to represent the interests of operators, original equipment manufacturers and 
regulatory bodies. 
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Music 

Its in-depth knowledge of the legal aspects of the music industry makes the TMT team a 
unique and reliable counsel to handle major deals and specialised litigation. The TMT 
team is involved in acquisitions of music publishing and production companies by national 
and international investors, and is recognised for its ability to gather a tailor-made staff 
under aggressive time constraints. The team is also acknowledged for its understanding of 
music rights licensing and its capacity to act quickly and efficiently on behalf of, or against, 
licensing companies. 

Advertising 

The TMT team specialises in a wide range of areas in advertising law and works alongside 
the different players operating in the market (advisor to advertisers, advertising networks 
and media). Many major French and foreign groups seek the assistance of the Firm for 
their business communications, in the preparation of competitions, sponsorship, and the 
organisation of promotional events. The team works with the advertising networks in radio 
and television. It is also actively involved in creating and operating on-line networks. The 
TMT lawyers assist private clients in unfair competition and unlawful advertising cases. 

Publishing 

In recent years, the TMT team has built up considerable expertise in the copyright field, 
particularly publishing rights. It regularly advises clients in the preparation and negotiation 
of publishing and co-publishing agreements, and has been instructed in acquisitions of 
publishing groups on behalf of both French and foreign investors. The TMT team is also 
developing expertise in electronic publishing, particularly in the area of CD-ROMs and the 
Internet. It advises and assists its clients in litigation concerning copyright infringements. 

Press 

The TMT team is fully conversant with the complex rules laid down under the French 
Press Act of 29 July 1881, and how these rules apply to new technology in our information 
society. It advises various media operators on such matters, acting both for newspapers 
and the radio and television press. It also represents various private clients either as 
plaintiffs or defendants in libel actions or for the respect of their right of reply. It advises 
and assists online content operators in copyright matters (including the publishing of 
journalistic works and photographs). The team also assists press groups in the 
development and implementation of company agreements for the management of 
employee copyright issues, including the rights of in-house journalists and freelance 
writers. 

Art Law 

The TMT lawyers help to implement various agreements in the field of art law, including 
copyright transfers and licensing agreements for the production of spin-off cultural 
products. The team's assistance is also requested on complex copyright issues (droit de 
suite, moral rights of heirs, etc.) and issues of portrayal and privacy protection in art. It 
represents its clients before the courts in litigation concerning the authenticity of works of art, 
and in claims against the unauthorised export of works of art.  

It is also called upon in all legal and tax matters concerning the international circulation of 
works of art (transportation, conservation, import/export formalities, etc.).  


